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With reference to the incident of the wounding of His 
Pritanric Majesty's Ambassador to China, Sir Hughe Knatchbvull- 
Hugesser, concerning which I made en ed interim reply in my 
Note under the date of Sentember 6th, 1937, I now have the 
honovr to inforr Yovr Excellency that the inquiry in Shenghai 
and its vicinity having been completed the Japanese Government 
desire to make the following reply: 


Monsieur 1'Ambessadeur: 


2, As the resvit of most careful investizations it has 
been established that on August 


Paze 126 


26th at 2.35 p.m., two Jananese planes machine-gunned and bombed 
two motor-cars vhich were believed, in all sincerity, to be 
militery busses or trucks carrying o’ficers or soldiers of the 
Chinese army at a point three kilometres sovtheast of Kating, 
where the Chinese forces were concentrated and since Avevst 
1th, not only had Japanese acronlanes made repeated attacks 
vpon ther but a nvmber of aerial combats between the Japanese 
and Chinese planes had taken place. 


3, Owine to the difficvilty, in present circumstances, of 
condveting an investigation on the spot there has been sore 
slight discrepancy in the various reports received as to the 
rosition of the Ambassador's motor-car at the tire when he was 
wounded, but it was ascertained that no Japanese acroplane had 
made a machine-gun attack or drovped a bomb in the locality 
where the Ambassador was first reported to have been wounded. 


“Nowever, carefvl study made simvltanecously by the Japenese 
and Pritish avthorities leads to the conclusion that the »osi- 
tion of the motor-car in question might have been to the sovth- 
ward of Kating, instead of 6 miles sovth of Taitsang as stated 
in an earlier British renort. 


4, In the licht of all these circumstances, the Japenese 
Government consider that the incident may heve been cavsed by 
Jananese planes which mistook the Ambassador's motor-car as a 
military bus or truck. As the wounding of the Ambassador may 
thus have been 
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due to the action, however involrntary, of Japanese air- 
eraft, the Jananese Government desire to convey to His Britannic 
Majesty's Governrent a forme. exvression of their deep rerret. 


5, As regards the question of the nunishment of the 
aviator concerned, it is needless to sey thet the Javanese 
Government wovld_ take svitable steps whenever 4t was established 
that Japanese aviators killed or wounded, intentionally or 
s\wough negligence nationals belonring to a third country. 
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